MAXIMUM, MINIMUM, RECOMMENDED AND MANDATORY ALTITUDES

The profile view of instrument approach charts indicates altitudes to be flown. They depict minimum, maximum, recom-
mended and mandatory block altitudes for various phases of the procedure.

» Anunderscored number (example: 3200) is the low-
est altitude (MSL), or minimum altitude, that may be ALTITUDES
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» A number with a line above it (example: 4500) in- - -
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This maximum is usually the result of conflicting [ ETyTy I YRR NNYENEN. 3000 Alfitude
airspace forother instrument procedures overhead,
or in some cases, airplanes circling overhead forthe
same approach.

» Recommended altitudes are neither underscored nor overscored, and are not mandatory for the proce-

dure.
» Mandatory altitudes are underscored and overscored, and are required to be flown in that depicted seg-

ment.

When formally cleared for the approach by ATC, you are permitted—and expected—to fly in accordance with mandatory
altitudes. More importantly, you may descend to the minimum altitude, but no lower, as you transition onto each succes-
sive segment of the approach.




