ATC’'S (LACK OF) RESPONSIBILITY

Pilots may presume ATC won't clear them for an approach ifit’s not

authorized based on the time of day, aircraft equipment or other i R s P
factors. In fact, ATC issues approach clearances based on known
traffic, not what's in your panel.

The “bible” for controllers, Air Traffic Control, FAA Order 7110.65V
(the latest version was issued April 3, 2014, and is excerpted atright),
specifically relieves controllers of the responsibility to determine e caies Tﬂ-mm-um:-:
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Similarly, many airports have terrain or unlighted obstacles in one e e A A el T oy by et
or more quadrants, but not surrounding the facility. In such cases, oo susn AN NN r:;:;%?_;‘;:;;;::ﬁrm;;:‘&_
you'll probably see a notation advising circling isn't authorized at e e B T e e i
night, or that night circling isn’t authorized in that quadrant, like piosss o i ke
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2. Approach clearances are issued based on known traffic.

The receipt of an approach clearance does not relieve the
pilot of responsibility to comply with applicable
Parts of Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations and
the notations on instrument approach charts which levy
on the pilot the responsibility to comply with or act on
an instruction; for example, “Straight-in minima not
authorized at night,” “Procedure not authorized when
glideslope/glidepath not used,” “Use of procedure limited
to aircraft authorized to use airport,” or “Procedure not
autherized at night.”



